2011 Exchange Programs

Hello Calligraphy Guild Members!

With the new year comes the opportunity to participate in our guild’s exciting exchange programs.  Two programs are available:  Secret Cal Pal and Quarterly Exchanges.

Secret Cal Pal

Cal Pal participants are randomly assigned another guild member for an entire year and send cards, papercrafts, and inexpensive gifts to that person.  A different guild member will be doing the same for them with mailings happening every other month.  This gives all of us, no matter our skill level, an opportunity to practice calligraphy!  In December all cal pals reveal themselves.  This exchange has been very rewarding for me.  To participate, please email me the following info:

· Name

· Address

· Birthday

· Date and description of any significant events in 2011

· Anything that will help your Cal Pal choose things to send to you (family info, pets, job, interests, hobbies, collections, favorite calligraphic hand, favorite holiday, favorite color, etc.)

Please register by January 31, 2011.  Cal Pals will be assigned by February 5th.  Please check your email after February 5th to find out who you will be sending to. Friendly email reminders will be sent to participants several times through the course of the year.

Quarterly Exchanges

Four times a year I will coordinate an exchange based on a particular project.  You must sign up each quarter you would like to participate.

The first quarter exchange for 2011 is . . .  (drumroll, please)

A simple book.  We were all so inspired by Sharon Turrini’s display of amazing projects from her bookmaking class and then Pat Ward showed us two ideas for simple books at the last meeting, so I could not resist giving us a chance to make these ideas reality.  If a book seems too advanced for you, don’t fret because Pat showed us how to make one out of a single piece of paper.  The book needs to have calligraphy on at least one page or the cover.  The book can be any size and can be blank or filled.  You choose the number of pages.

Please register by January 31, 2011.  Please email me your name and mailing address.  I will let you know your exchange person by February 5th.  Please mail your book by March 1.  I would appreciate if you would put “Quarterly Exchange” in the subject line.

You may certainly sign up for both exchange programs (please do!).  Remember, this is like free school!  Not only do you get wonderful artwork to adorn your studio walls, you get training!  You always do better work on a final project than on practice sheets, you can make others delighted by sending pretty stuff in the mail, and there is nothing like a deadline to get us all to finish a project!  Contact me with any questions or concerns.

Happy 2011,

Julia Fish Thompson

317-873-3049 (home)  317-771-7095 (mobile)

thompson@fishfam.com
